Burdekin Delta Cinemas
Opened in 1909 as Edwards' Delta Theatre,
this was reputedly the first country theatre
in Queensland to show talking pictures.
The theatre closed in 1961 and, over the
next four decades, the building was used
for a supermarket, Chinese restaurant,
nightclub and other ventures. It was
redeveloped and reopened as the
Burdekin Delta Cinemas in 2000 by
international golfing champion Karrie
Webb, who hails from Ayr. It is run by her
parents, Robert and Evelyn Webb.
Ayr Town Clock
Unveiled in January 1930 as a memorial to sugar industry
pioneer John Drysdale (1847-1928). Drysdale managed
Pioneer and Kalamia sugar mills in Ayr, and built Inkerman
Mill in Home Hill. With inventor-engineer Henry Braby, he
is credited with the development of the spear, to draw
water from the underground aquifer. This enabled the
irrigation of cane crops, greatly increasing production.
Ayr Post Office
This solid brick building with its
traditional red, tiled roof and
cupola was opened in 1936. It
replaced the original post office
building, which opened on 25
August 1883.

WELCOME TO THE BURDEKIN
For further information contact:Burdekin Visitor Information Centre
Plantation Park, Ayr
Ph: (07) 4783 5988
Burdekin Gateway Information Centre
Old Railway Station, Home Hill
Ph: (07) 4782 8241 Fax: (07) 4782 8281
Email: burdekintourism@bigpond.com
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/burdekintourism
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www.burdekintourism.com.au
Burdekin Theatre
Opened in 1982 on the site of the
old drill hall, this regional arts
centre comprises a 530-seat
theatre, 150-seat music loft,
starlight foyer and outdoor
entertainment plaza. The complex
was redeveloped in 2007 in time
for its 25th anniversary celebrations.

Living Lagoon Sculpture
The granite and bronze sculpture
which dominates the Burdekin Theatre
forecourt was opened in 1985. Created
by Stephen Walker, the sculpture pays
tribute to native flora and fauna, while
recognising the importance of water to
the Burdekin community.

BURDEKIN SHIRE COUNCIL
PO Box 974, Ayr Q 4807
w: www.burdekin.qld.gov.au
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Ayr Courthouse
Built in 1935 at a cost of ₤2000
(about $4000), this heritage-listed
building still performs the function
for which it was built, with court
hearings held there weekly. The red
brick building features an arched
entrance marked with a decorative
parapet. The wide, enveloping
verandahs have timber balustrades
and paired posts on brick piers. This
was the third courthouse built in Ayr.
The first was built in 1883 and the
second in 1897.

Thanks to the Lower Burdekin Historical Society Inc. for
helping to collate the information contained in this brochure.

A wonderful place to visit A marvellous place to live!

Burdekin Hotel
Built before 1913, this rambling doublebrick building is typical of a Queensland
hotel of that era. It has generous timber
verandahs, a horseshoe-shaped bar and
accommodation upstairs. The hotel was
upgraded in 2006 and is a popular
backpackers' establishment.
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All Saints Anglican Church
The original church was built in
1893, and was rebuilt after being
destroyed by Cyclone Leonta in
1903. This new red brick building
opened in 1955. It features a
beautiful mosaic wall and stained
glass windows.

Centrepoint
Built in 1928 by local entrepreneur
Charles Coutts, this prime
commercial building replaced the
original structure from the 1880s.
Centrepoint was owned and run by
the Coutts family until 1991. It was
recently redeveloped.
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Former Rosslyn
Private Hospital
Built in the 1930s by
Dr MacDonald, the
hospital was open
until the early 1950s.
Over the years, Dr
Clive Taylor and
possibly Dr Constable
worked there. It is
now a beautifullyrenovated private
residence.
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Anzac Memorial Park
The first of Ayr's gazetted
parks, this beautiful
public space has a
cenotaph, children's all
abilities playground,
picnic areas and BBQs,
skate park and public
toilets. The clay brick
memorial gates were
built around 1926.

Masonic Temple
This grand brick
building with its
formal columns
and soaring
ceilings was built
around 1936 to
replace the
original
galvanised iron
structure. It is now
heritage listed.

Zaro's Cultural Gallery
Renowned indigenous artist
Aicey Zaro produces and sells
his original artworks from this
gallery which he opened in
Home Hill in 2004, and
relocated to Ayr in 2013. The
award-winning gallery also
exhibits work by other North
Queensland artists.
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Presbyterian Church
Built in 1960, the new St
Andrews Church is a
modern brick building with
a soaring bell tower.
Speakers at the top of the
tower used to sound out
church hymns prior to
Sunday service, but haven't
been used in years. The
original church built in 1903
was moved to the right of
the new building and is
now used as a parish hall.

Burdekin Shire Council Chambers
This impressive brick building - with its wide
verandahs and arched stained glass feature above
the two main entrances - was completed in 1922. It
is actually the third council chambers. The original
building opened in 1895, but was wrecked by
Cyclone Leonta in 1903. It was rebuilt, only to be
destroyed by fire around January 1919.
Ayr State High School
This impressive pre-WWII
building stands apart for its
dark red brick construction and
beautiful arched verandahs. It
opened in March 1937 and is
heritage listed. In 2012, the
school celebrated its 75th
anniversary.
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Queens Hotel
The Queens Hotel is no stranger to disaster.
The original hotel was built in 1883, but burnt
down in July 1902. The reconstruction was
almost finished when Cyclone Leonta struck
on 9th March 1903, removing the roof and
upper part of the new building. It was again
repaired, but was burnt down in another fire
in 1935. The hotel was rebuilt again in 1936,
and it is this structure that stands today. The
building underwent a major redevelopment
in 2000.
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Old National Bank Building
Opened in 1935, this solid
brick building with its
imposing columns no longer
operates as a bank. It is now
home to the Burdekin
Community Association,
which provides a wide range
of community services
including home-based care,
emergency housing and
disability support.

Old Delta Hotel
One of the oldest original buildings still
standing in the town. The Delta Hotel was
opened in 1891 by hotelier, Mr H. Benjamin.
David Edwards rebuilt the Delta in about 1906
with a wooden façade. It operated as a hotel
for most of its life, undergoing various
degrees of refurbishment and redevelopment.
It is now the Delta Backpackers.

