
Great Catches
O F  T H E  B U R D E K I N

I N  S H O R E O F F  S H O R E

‘Barra’ are commonly caught throughout 
the Burdekin in fresh and salt water. You 
can catch them on live bait and lures. Their 
hard fighting and acrobatic displays are 
what make them the ultimate fish to catch 
in Australia. The Burdekin Barramundi 
population remains high due to the work of 
the local fish restocking group. Popular spots 
to land a Barra include Alva, the Haughton 
River as well as Groper and Wallace’s Creeks.

BARRAMUNDI

This premium table fish is commonly 
referred to as either a Golden Snapper or 
Fingermark and is highly prized amongst 
Burdekin anglers. You can find the juveniles 
inhabiting estuaries in the region and the 
larger adults can be caught on coastal and 
offshore reefs. 

Golden Snapper

Flathead
Bartailed Flathead are a popular catch 
amongst anglers in the region in shallow 
coastal waters, sand flats and estuaries. This 
great tasting fish can be caught on most 
types of dead bait and can be a lot of fun 
to chase on soft plastics. 

‘Crabbing’ is a popular pastime and 
tradition amongst Burdekin residents 
with catches found commonly in 
sheltered estuaries, tidal flats and 
mangrove creeks throughout the region. 
Set and dilly pots are most often used 
and if you are lucky you might land a 
muddie on your fishing line.   

Mud Crab

I N  S H O R E

Javelin – Barred
Similar to the Silver Javelin, the Barred 
Javelin is also commonly known as a 
Grunter. However they do grow bigger 
than the Silver Javelin and put up a 
much tougher fight. They can be caught 
throughout the region, especially along 
sandy and muddy seabeds as well as off 
both Alva and Wunjunga Beach. 

Javelin – Silver
Commonly known as a Grunter or 
Trumpeter, the Silver Javelin makes 
for a great tasting fish and are often 
caught along sandy or muddy seabeds 
with fresh prawns or squid. They are 
found throughout estuaries in the 
Burdekin as well as off both Alva and 
Wunjunga Beach.

Mangrove Jack
Mangrove Jack are a local favourite due to 
their great eating and challenge to catch. 
Smaller Jacks can be caught in most of the 
Burdekin’s estuaries and once they have 
grown to about 50cm they make their way 
out to inshore reefs and rocky headlands. 
The most common way to catch a Jack is 
using live bait.

Coral Trout 
This beautiful looking fish varies in colour 
from red and green to brown, pink or 
orange and is widely known as Australia’s 
best tasting fish. Coral Trout can be caught 
offshore around coral reefs and shoals with 
either squid and pilchards or jigging large 
soft plastics. 

Large Mouth Nannygai 
Nannygai are another hard fighting 
big red fish that will try and pull your 
arms off but are well worth the fight 
as they are great eating. They are 
commonly caught in deep water with 
shoaly bottoms and weed beds on 
both squid and live baits.

Red Emperor 
Mature Red Emperors are a prize catch 
amongst reef fish due to their great fight, 
challenge to find and are well known 
as one of the tastiest reef fish in North 
Queensland. If you are targeting a big 
red then try the deeper offshore reefs 
with live bait or squid. 

Red Throat Emperor 

Also referred to as a Sweet Lip, the Red 
Throat Emperor is another premium table 
fish often caught with squid and pilchards 
in both shallow reef ledges and around 
deeper coral bombies. 

Spanish Mackerel 
Regarded as one of the top sports fish in 
Australia, Spaniards are a great catch and 
commonly caught at off shore shoals and 
along hard reef edges trolling either high 
speed lures or garfish. 
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Fish specimen photos contributed by Graeme Cummings 

Whiting
Sand Whiting are commonly caught in 
coastal estuaries, on sandy flats at Plantation, 
Phillips and Groper Creeks, and along the 
beach at both Alva and Wunjunga. Popular 
baits include prawns, yabbies and strips of 
squid. Targeting Whiting in the Burdekin is 
great fun for all including amateur anglers 
and kids due to their fight and ease to catch.   
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